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FOR 
Lhaiſtian Union 
'Toall Proteſtant Difſenters from 
the Church of England, 


Eſpecially thoſe of the Mumnſtry. 


tn nw. Mt 


By an hearty Well-wiſher co them, and the 
Eſtabliſh'd Religion. 


p— 


LON DON, Printed in the Year; 1680; 
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SISSIRSSSSSSSSRRESSSRRA SS S0308 
A Wordin ſeaſon for Chriſtian Union. 


Ome will Gy, The times are ſuch, as we know not what 

to fay'or think, but I am ſure they arc times wherein 

weall ought to think and do, To think what may con- 

duce to the pleaſing of our gracious Sovercign,and preſer- 

vation of our Religion, and to doit with all ſpeed. We 

have reaſon to believe from his Majeſty's frequent Pro» 
clamations and Proteſtations of his Reſolves to maintain 
and preſerve the Proteſtant Religion, as now eſtabliſhed, that all our 
awtull endeavours to do the ſame, will be grateful and acceptable to 
his Majeſty , whatever ſame Malecontents may ſuggeſt to the contra- 
ty. Now our buſineſs is ſeriouſly toconfider what on our parts is meet 
to be done towards this great end. The Papiſts are our greateſt and 
moſt dreaded Adverfaries. Now if we may take our meaſures from the 
Enecmics own Maxim, Divide and Reign, Union is the moſtlikely way 
tour preſeryation. And fince Unity and Conformity to the eſtabliſhed 
Church is the proper means, and required of all by Law, why ſhould 
we hazard all, and reſolve to ſee the utmoſt of the Game, rather then 

eild obedience to that Law ? Ifear, upon ſerious thinking , it will 
be found there is more of Deception, Intereſt and Will, than of Rea» 
ſon or Religion in our ſtanding out. For would our diſſenting Brethren 
of the. Miniſtry plainly tell the People, how far they are from thoſe 
Oaths and Covenants, whereby they themſelves (as they ſay ) fiand 
bound 3 And that thoſe obligations required now of the Miniſters 
are not required of the People. Would they faithfully inform them, 
what they dare not deny. to be true, that the Church of England is 
far from all Idolatry, and ſound in her Articles and Conſtitutions 3 
that this is as Soul-faving DoGtine preached by her Miniſters, 'as þy 
any others 3 that they may go to the Publick Aſſemblies, and join in 
the Publick Ordinances without fnning in ſo doing 3 that they may | 
be built up in their moſt holy Faith, and inſtructed to lead a rehgious 
life there, as wellas clſewhere. In a word, if they would convince 
them, that Ceremonies eannot, ought not to fright us trom the ſub» 
ſtance. © Thatin an cſiabliſhed TY not infected with Herefie 


4 
© or Idolatry, nor defeQtive in any part of Religion, it is duty to bear 
* with much. - Which is the Judgment of a very 
% 7. Corbet's King. late conſiderable * Author on their fide, - A}l 
of God among which is true, and granted by many of the moſt ad. 
men. pag. 172. mired men of their Party, doubtleſs the Meetings 
would be thinner, and the Publick Churches ful- 
ler than they are. And as for you of the Clergy, if you would lay 
afide Prejudice, Popularity, and Self-intereſt , and ſeriouſly confider 
a few things, methinks yon might bring. both, them and your (elves 
roo, to ſomereaſonable Friendſhip with the Church of England. As, 
1. That many of you (my Brethren) were _ Ordained, 
and have vowed Conformity to the Church of England. Which Or- 
ders and Obligations you have not openly retrafted and declared yoid 
and null: and ſo are bound ſtill by them 3 they being in their own 
nature as obligatory, as any other which you have fince taken. For 
the former Oaths and Obligations you took upon you in obedience to 
lawful Authority, a conſiderable circumſtance, which in the latter you 
carinot pretend to: unlefs you will. have that to be Law, which the 
longeſt Sword eſtabliſheth as ſuch 3 which I preſume you will not a- 
vouch, becauſe you may eaſily foreſee whither ſuch a Principle will 
tead you. 
{,-—M white you refufe Conformity to the eſtabliſhed Church, 
you dwindle into a thoufand FaQtions 3 And are fo confufed, that 
multitudes of your followers, like the diſperſed Fews, know not what 
Tribe they are of ; who is their Head, what their Government, or 
whither they tend. As ſuppoſe a Man ſhould take an account of the 
ſwarms in the private Meetings, and ask them what Judgment or 
Perſwaſion they arc of ? not one inan hundred can tell -you. Becauſe 
in truth they know not the difference between Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, 
1dent,8c. underſtand not what thoſe cramp words fignifie; Nor 
indeed ſome of you their Teachers. I have heard fome of your Brethren 
(and none of the moſt inconſiderable neither) affirm themſelves Prerhy- 
terians, who upon examination and diſcourſe proyed themſelves Jr- 
ndents. And the truth is, as the caſe ſtands with you, you are moſt 
you Independents as to pratice. And thofe very Men of the Mini- 


firy, who were wont to decry that Faction both in the Pulpit, and 
through the wider mouth of the Preſs, now her& with them, whom 
they heretofore judged to ſtand at a greater diſtance from them, as to 
the power and placing of the Keys, the adminiſtration of, and admil- 
fion to the Sacraments, than the Church of England. And —_— 

| whereas 
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S. 
whereas all diſſenting Proteſtants are hudled together under the name 
of Presbyterians, 1 think it were more Proper under the title of Inde- 


'pendenty, who are certainly the greater number. 
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3. Tfalſoit were well weighed, that what the Magiftrate requires, 
in order to your admiſſion into the eſtabliſhed Church, cannot be 
made by the Word of God ſo apparently ſinful, as it is apparent by 
that Word, that Obedience to Magiſtrates is a Duty. I need not cite 
the many plain Texts that require the latter: L with you (my Brethren) 
would publiſh the Fext as plaio for the former. It you cannot, asI 
think (if I am not miſtaken in my Bible) you cannot, the meaneſt 
Legician will tell-you, you leave 4 certain Duty for an uncertain 3 and 
run upon, and perſiſt in a known Sin, to avoid that which is only 
doubted, and diſputed to be ſo, which men of your great Reaſon arid 
tender Conſcience (one would think) ſhould not be guilty of. 

4.Nor is it unworthy your thoughts, who are of theMiniſtry,how far 
you have owned the King's Supremacy, by accepting the Indulgence 
his Majeſty was pleaſed once to give you by his Royal Proclamation. 
When his late Majeſty of pious memory K. Charles the hiſt, required 
your Conformity, you obeyed the Parliment againſt him, and fought 
many years againſt the King's Supremacy, by the Ordinances of Par- 
liament. And now when his preſent Majeſty granted you an Indul- 
gence, without the Parliament, or conſent of the Law made by King, 
Lords and Commons, then you owned his Supremacy : which is as 
much as'to ſay, the King hath a Power for you, but none againſt you, 
Or when he yeilds what you delire,.'tis lawfulco obey him 3 but if he 
denies, you will difown him, and deny his Authority, And I am 
induced to believe there is no diſſenting Party, but would own- his 
Majeſty's Supremacy in eſtabliſhing them. If his Majeſty would ſet 
up the Presbyterian Government, they would __ it. If the Indepen- 
dent, they would juſtifie it 5 whatever the elta iſhed Law of the Land 
is, or faith to the contrary- And why is not his Majcſtics Command 
(together with the Law) to conform to the Church as now e&abliſhed, 
as binding as any, and as reaſonable to be obeyed and conformed to; 
as if his Majeſty ſhould enjoyn either of the former ? s 
*T will be an hard queſtion for you to anſwer, whether the King, 


with the Law, or the King without the Law, is to be obeyed ? And 


yet I think, decide it which way you will, the decifion of' it would 
end in your condemnation. I have not forgot how frequently and 
violently that text, Rom.13.1,2,3. [be that reſijteth, ſhall receive to himſelf 


Danmation] was uſed to be urged and preſſed in the late time by m_ 


LS 
*'but now, - with the Ceremonial Law, you have aboliſhed jt 3 as if the 
Holy Ghoſt had defigned it in favour of thoſe Governors, and that 
Government which you would have {et up only, and no. other, I 
pray God ſome of you don't find at laſt, that, and ſuch like Divine 
Precepts, as forceable now, asever you once thought them tobe, — 
5. Beſides, *Tis no ligh6-matter, that.you ſuffer thoſe many amongſi 
-you to go on quictly in the breach -of their late Oaths, Sacraments, 
and Subſcriptions, which they took, and laid themſelves under, in a 
ſceming obedience to the Law: which they gave all the Teſti 

and afſurance to our:Governors, that Tongues and Hands, Words and 
:Letters could expreſs, that they were and would be conformable to 
'the*Government as then eltabliſhed, both in Church and State. Tho 
*tis to be feared many cf you took the Teſt, only to fave your Bacon. 
For ſore did not ſtick to diſgorge themſelves of it ſoon after. in your 
-private Aſſemblies, by a ſeeming Repentance, and feigned Confeſſion, 

how ſorry they were for what they had done to the. juſt provokin 

of his Majeiiy, contempt of the-Law, diſhonour of you wha accepte 
thoſe Retractations, and reproach of the Proteſtaut Religion, which 
. you would have the ſole credit of being defendexs of. Thele things 
1 know (my Brethren) to my grief, and could find you out ſome of 
thcſe Penitents, if need were, And pray tellme, what any Papiſt or 
Jeſuit could do more, to ſave their Stake, and elude lawful Authori- 
ty? Well, a day will come, when theſe Oaths will makethem fick in 
.good carneſt 3 | mean not the taking of them, but their making no 

Conſcience to be true to them. Friends, *tis not time aday todall 
and play the fool with God,and our own Conſciences, but to lay theſs 
things to heart, and to reſolve in your mind, whethertheſe things 
.confidered, it will not-make moſt for the Glory of God, the pleaſing 
of his Vicegecrent on Earth, the peace of your own Conſciences, the 
preſervation of -our -Religion, and diſhearting of our common Enc- 
my, to unite and join your ſelves PLP and heartily to the eſta- 
-bliſhed Church. The Enemy then could with no colour feign and tix 
Plots upon you, of ſecking to ſubvert the Government, which your 
*'Schiſm and Diflenſion gives them advantage to-do. And if ever 
Popery creep into and get poſſeſſion of the Houſe, *tis Diviſion opens 
:the Door to.it. And*'tis not all your talking finely to the People 
againſt Popery can everoverthrow this Vanity. For the Eternal Truth 
'hath ſpoken it, that an Houſe divided cannot fland. And tho *tis come 
monly talked among you, that the Church of Englaud is coming a= 
pace to Popery 3 yet a ſerious conſideration and unprejudiced Reaſon 
wHl 
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will informs you better ; or: if that- cannot ,. time will, that ſfie is- 


the chief Bar to keep it out. And that the beſt courſe you can 


take to this end, is to firengthen her hands, by joyning with her. Both 
together may do it, without her.(what ever is pretended, you never 
can. Is ; 

6. And to draw towards a Cloſe, Iet me -intreat you to conſider a - 
few. Apothegms or Maxims ( or call them what you will) which I- 
ſappoſe may. be the more taking with you, becauſe they were drawn 
up and publiſhed by a diſſenting Brother in the late Times, and looked - 
on as very ſound then, 8c.I hope they be not now grown rotten with 
Ape.. They are againſ allowing any Toleration or Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, in thoſe dayes, how muchſoever *tis pl:aded for now. As if 
the Men of thoſe Times had been infallible, and there could be no 
Conſcience at all in thoſe that differed from thern.. Hear what he 
Qich, and pardon me that I conceal his Name; till I have further oc- 
caſfion. He. lies cloſe in the little hole over the Oven, is very loth to 
be expoſed this. cold Weather, and I have a little the more rceſpe&- 
to bim, becauſe of his age. © LOOT 

7. Firſt (faith he ) in's Tongue had 'not owed his Mouth 
one penny rent, though it had never ſpoke word more in it than this, 
Nulliem molum pejus libertate errandi. 

2. He. that is willing to tolerate any unſound Opinion, that his - 
own may be tolerated though never fo ſound, will tor a.nced hang - 
God's Bible at the Devil's girdle. 

3- It is better to. live in a Church united, though a little corrupt, 
my a Church, whereof ſome part is-incorrupt, and all the reſt 

V's .. 

4. Liberty of Conſcience can be nothing elſe, but a freedom from . 
= and Error, and Liberty of Error nothing but-a poyſon for Con- 

cience. 

5. Religio decends eft,non coercenda, is a pritty peice of album Latinunr- 
for ſome kind of throats that are willingly ſore. That's a choker! With- 
out doubt the Man thought the wheel would never turn 3 That they 
who are then atop, would never more be anderneath. 

6, Toleration turns the Church, Chriſt's Academy, into the De- 
viFs Univerſity, where any Man may commence Sciſmatick;per ſaltum > - 
and he that is Filizes Dizbolicus, or ſimpliciter peſſtmus, may have his 
Grace to go to Hell cm privilegio, and carry as many after him as he 
can, This is as biting'as new-made Muliard ; . but who can help it ? 


*tis-che ſauce of his own providing. to make your .meat .y6 _ | 
the. 
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'the better; and if it reliſhed well then, why is it diſguſted now e & | 
7. They that think they have found a way to Heaven, who cannot | 
find the way to Church, have found a way thither that was never of 
God's making. ' Good again. 7. 
$8. Tis dangerous ſfayling by their Compaſſe, who pretend to have 
diſcovered the North-Weſt Paſſage to Heaven, True as the former, 
The good old man hath. many more of the ſame Ramp, but here are 
enough put together to amount to a full conviction, that your Princi- - 
ples and Practices then were different from what they are now. Sepa+« 
ration, or not joyning with you,was a fin, and not to be allowed uport 
any pretence whatſoeyer.But now any pretence mult juſtiie Non-com- 
munion -with the preſent Eſtabliſhed Church. 'He that talked againſt 
you and-your Church-government-then, was a prophane fellow,and a 
malignant: but he that babbles molt againit Ectlefiafticat Government - 
now,is hugg'd asa2calons and ggod Chriſtian. For ſhame, my Brethren, 
fhew your ſelves Chriſtians, and yeild what you can, rather then ha- 
zZard all. And account it your honour, as well as honeſty, at laſt to re- 
rurn to your Duty. Walk by that golden Rule, the ſum of the Law 
and the Prophets, Do to al-Men, as you would they ſhould: do-un- 
to you. And preſs Conformity upon your hearers now, as much as 
you uſed to dowhen you ruled in the Chureh. Tell them plainly there 
is never a Prayerin the public Liturgy, but they may ſafely joyn init, 
for it is put up to the- true God; in the name of Jefus Chriſt, for 
things agreeable to his will. And delire them for God's fake, and for 
Religiowfake to conform as far as they may, without fin. And lead them 
on to this by your own Example. And we will deſire no more, and 
give_ you our hearty thanks for doing this, though but- your duty : 
But if you fill remain inconſtant to your Vowes and- Promiſes, and 
wilfull in your ways of Separation, and by your Exampleand preach- 
ing encourage others to follow after you, I muſt for once tell you, you 


_ do amiſs, and *tis Iniquity, even the Solemn Meeting. Iſa. 1, 13. - 
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